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SBC  endorses  ethnic  diversity  report 


PHOENIX  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  messengers  meeting  in 
Phoenix  an  June  14-15  adopted  an  Historic 
report  encouraging  ethnic  diversity,  wit¬ 
nessed  dozens  of  leaders  standing  together  in 
support  of  a  landmark  unity  pledge,  and  saw 
hundreds  of  pastors  and  lay-people  volunteer 
to  lead  their  churdres  to  embrace  one  of  the 
world's  3,800  unengaged  people  groups. 

It  was  the  lowest-attended  annual 
meeting  in  67  years,  with  just  over  4,800 
in  attendance,  but  the  substance  of  the 
meeting  led  plenty  who  attended  to 
argue  it  shouldn't  be  judged  on  numbers. 

T  do  believe  it  oould  prove  to  be  the  most 
spiritually  significant  convention  over  the 
last  50  years,v  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
President  Bryant  Wright  who  was  re-elect¬ 
ed  to  another  one-year  term,  told  Baptist 
Press  after  the  Phoenix  gathering. 

Wright,  senior  pastor  of  Johnson  Ferry 
Church  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  pointed  to  the 
sluggish  economy  and  to  the  travel  time 
from  most  SBC  churches  as  possible  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  low  attendance. 

From  beginning  to  end,  messengers 
heajxLbibiicaLpteas  for  Southern  Baptists 
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happening  in  America  in  both 
the  makeup  of  our  churches  but 
especially  in  die  lead*. -ship  in 
our  convention."  -* 

Hie  convention's  resol  ltions, 
which  express  the  sentiment 
messengers  on  often  hot-button 
theological  and  cukdral  issues, 
once  again  made  news.  In  a  sur¬ 
prising  move  in  the  convention's 
final  session,  messengers  over¬ 
ruled  the  Resolutions  Committee 
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by  at  least  a  two  to  one  margin 
and  voted  ' to  oonsidur  a  resolu¬ 
tion  promoted  by  messenger  Tim 
Overton  that  is  highly  cntical  of 
the  NIV  2011  Bible  translation. 

The  resolution  passed  nearly 
unanimously.  The  resolutions 
text  says  that  because  of  "inac¬ 
curate  gender  language,"  mes¬ 
sengers  "cannot  commend  the 
2011  NTV  to  Southern  Baptists 
or  die  larger  Christian  commu¬ 
nity."  It  "respectfully  request[s] 
that  LifeWay"  not  sell  the  new 
NIV  ir  its  retail  chain. 

Messengers  also  passed 
resolutions: 

•  supporting  the  Defense  of 
Marriage  Act 

•  affirming  the  historical  bib¬ 
lical  concept  of  hell  in  a  resolu¬ 
tion  that  mentions  Rob  Bell's 
book.  Love  Wins. 

•  condemning  the  actions  of 
those  who  protest  funerals,  bum 
the  Koran,  and  pray  for  the 
deads  of  public  officials 

A  resolution  on  immigration 
and  the  Gospel,  coining  at  a 
convention  partially  focused  cm 
ethnic  issues,  had  the  most  floor 
debate.  By  a  four  to  one  margin, 
messengers  adopted  the  resolu¬ 
tion  which  includes  key  lan¬ 
guage  asking  "our  governing 
authorities  to  implement,  with 
the  borders  secured,  a  just  and 
compassionate  path  to  regal  sta¬ 
tus,  with  appropriate  restitu¬ 
tionary  measures,  for  those 
undocumented  immigrants 
already  living  in  our  country.” 

That  sentence  was  nearly 
struck  but  survived  on  a  bal¬ 
lot  vote,  51  %-48%.  The  reso¬ 
lution  gained  more  support 
when  the  Resolutions 
Committee  proposed  adding  a 
sentence  that  says  the  resolu¬ 
tion  "is  not  to  be  construed  as 
support  for  amnesty  for  any 
undocumented  immigrant.” 

Mostly  overlooked  in  the  con¬ 
troversy  was  the  rest  of  the  22- 
paragraph  resolution,  which  calls 
on  churches  to  take  the  Gospel  to 
all  people,  "regardless  of  country 
of  origin  or  immigration  status/ 

The  main  focus  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  was  on  fulfilling  the  Great 
Commission  both  in  North 
American  and  around  the  world. 

"With  less  than  four  percent 
of  our  [Southern  Baptist] 
churches  directly  engaged  in 
church  planting,  we’ve  got  to  do 
better,"  EzeU  said  at  the  NAMB 
luncheon,  we  must  do  better. 
We  are  going  to  do  better." 

Churches  and  not  NAMB 
plant  churches,  Ezell  empha¬ 
sized,  adding  that  over  fire  next 
couple  of  years,  NAMB  will 
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IN  CLOSING  —  Stan  Buckley,  senior  pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  offers  the  closing  prayer 
at  the  201 1  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  June  14  -  15  in  Phoenix,  Arizona 
Buckley  is  vice-chair  of  the  SBC  Committee  on  Order  of  Business.  (Photo  by  Tony  Marti$>jr 

develop  church-planting  coali¬ 
tions  in  25  urban  areas  around 
North  America.  He  said  die 
coalitions  will  be  made  up  of 
local  pastors,  church  planters, 
representatives  of  local  state  con¬ 
ventions  and  associations,  along 
with  partnering  pastors  and  state 
convention  leaders  from  else¬ 
where.  The  coalitions  will  devel¬ 
op  local  strategies  for  planting 
new  churches  in  their  area. 

"It’s  a  new  day,”  Ezell  said.  "It 
really  is.  Pastor,  we're  not  going 
to  make  it  harder  for  you 
Associations  and  states,  we're 
not  (going  to  make  it  harder  on 
you  either).  We're  going  to  make 
it  easier.  We're  going  to  make  it 
easier  for  you  to  engage  in  mis¬ 
sions  and  to  pray  and  partner. 
We  can  do  this  together. 

Birmingham,  Al.,  pastor 
David  Platt  preaiched  die  conven¬ 
tion  sermon,  quoting  statistics  on 
the  world's  unreached  and  tellirg 
messengers,  "This  is  not  a  prob¬ 
lem  for  the  International  Mission 
Board  to  address.  This  is  a  prob¬ 
lem  for  every  pastor  and  every 
local  chunh  to  address.” 

Other  -convention  speakers, 
including  several  dunng  die 
Pastors'  Conference  and  Wright 
himself  during  his  sermon,  made 
a  similar  ixj;nt. 

IMB  President  Elliff,  in  his 
report,  spotlighted  die  need  to 
embrace  unengaged  people 
groups  but  said,  "mis  conven¬ 
tion  nas  been  one  long  ser¬ 
mon...  There  is  not  one  thing  I 
could  say"  that  messengers 
have  not  already  heard.  A  lost 
world,  Elliff  said,  needs  church¬ 
es  who  consider  it  unacceptable 
that  there  are  people  groups 
"who  do  not  have  somebody 
deliberately"  trying  to  engage 
diem  with  the  Gospel. 


"Really,  all  there's  left  for  me 
to  do  is  to  give  the  invitation,'' 
Elliff  said,  moments  before 
hundreds  of  messengers  came 
forward  holding  cards  that 
said,  "1  will  lead  my  church  to 
embrace  an  unengaged, 
unreached  people  group." 

The  Affirmation  of  Unity  and 
Cooperation  pledge,  signed  at 
the  Executive  Committee  meet¬ 
ing  June  13  and  presented  to 
messengers  the  next  day, 
indudes  five  key  pledges.  In 
summary,  the  pledges  are: 

•  "We  pledge  to  maintain  a 
relationship  of  mutual  trust.. 

•  "We  pledge  to  attribute 
the  highest  motives  to  those 
engaged  in  local  church  min¬ 
istries  and  those  engaged  in 
denominational  service  in  any 
level  of  Convention  life... 

•  "We  pledge  to  affirm  the 
value  of  cooperative  ministry  as 
the  mqet  effective  and  efficient 
means  of  reaching  a  lost  world... 

• ,  "We  pledge  to  embrace 
our  brothers  and  sisters  of 
every  ethnidty,  race,  and  lan¬ 
guage  as  equal  partners  in 
our  collective  ministries  to 
engage  allpeople  groups  with 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  "We  pledge  to  continue  to 
honor  and  affirm  proportional 


Program  as  file  most  effective 
means  of  mobilizing  our 
churches  and  extending  our 
outreach  as  Southern  Baptists..." 

In  other  matters: 

•  More  than  1,100  Arizonans 
made  professions  for  Christ  dur¬ 
ing  the  pre-convention  Crossover 
2011  evangelistic  effort 


evangelistic  effort 
Paul  Thompson, 
10  Baptists  hdd  in  a  1 


before  messen- 
the  Executive 


Committee  report,  telling  them, 

"I  have  never  been  so  proud  to  be 
a  Southern  Baptist  as  I  was  in  the 
19  days  in  a  lonely  but  yet  God- 
filled  prison  cell  in  Ha  itL" 

•  Ezell  promised  that, 
under  his  watch,  future  Jinan- 
rial  stewardship  at  NAMB  will  ' 
demand  "accuracy,  transparen¬ 
cy,  effectiveness  and  efficiency 
— not  smoke  and  mirrors." 

He  then  clarified  and  put 
into  perspective  some  oft- 
quoted  NAMB  statistics.  For 
instance,  he  said  that 
Southern  Baptists  planted  769 
new  churches  in  2010,  not  the 
1,400  to  1,500  a  year  usually 
reported  in  the  past. 

"When  the  okf  NAMB  count¬ 
ed  church  plants,  they  didn't  ask 
for  church  names  or  addresses  or 
planter  names.  The  new  NAMB 
is  asking  and  only  counting 
churches  for  which  those  detains 
can  be  obtained,"  he  said. 

Ezell  generated  laughs  and 
applause  when  he  said.  If 
Walmart  can  track  how  much  toi¬ 
let  pa  per  it  sells  every  hotn  we 
should  be  Ale  to  tradchow  many 
churches  are  planted  each  year." 

•  Bryant  Wright  was  re¬ 
elected  president  over  Wiley 
Drake,  pastor  of  First  Southern 
Baptist  Church  in  Buena  Park,., 
Ca.,  who  nominated  himself. 

Luter,  senior  pastor  of 
Franklin  Avenue  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  was  elected  first 
vice  president  over  Rkk  Ong,  a 

member  of  First  Chinese  Church 

in  Phoenix  Luter  received  1,558 
(77%)  votes  to  Ong's  441  (22%). 

Eric  Thomas,  senior  pastor 
of  First  Church  in  Norfolk, 
Va.,  and  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Vicksburg,  was  elect¬ 
ed  without  opposition  as  sec¬ 
ond  vice  president. 


June  23, 2011 


CASTING  VOTES  —  Messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  on  June 
14-15  at  the  Phoenix  Convention  Center  in  Phoenix,  A z.,  vote  in  a  show  of  ballots  during  the 
morning  session  on  June  14.  (BP  photo) 


Messengers  pass  immigration  resolution 


PHOENIX  (BP)  —  Messen¬ 
gers  addressed  five  (homy  issue 
of  immigration  by  adopting  a  res¬ 
olution  that  sought  to  promote 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  while  calling 
for  justice  and  compassion,  dur¬ 
ing  the  2011  annual  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
on  June  14-15  in  Phoenix  Az. 

The  resolution  on  immigra¬ 
tion  was  one  of  eight  approved 
either  unanimously  or  over¬ 
whelmingly  during  the  morning 
and  afternoon  sessions  on  June 
15.  The  immigration  resolution, 
appeared  to  be 
of  the  messen- 
Southem  Baptist 
to  proclaim  Christ  and 
minister  in  His  spirit  to  every¬ 
one,  regardless  of  their  "immi¬ 
gration  status." 

The  resolution  further 
states,  "(A)ny  form  of  nativism, 
mistreatment,  or  exploitation  is 
inconsistent  with  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ." 

The  measure  called  for  the 
ivemment  to  make  a  priori- 
■  of  border  security  and 
holding  businesses  account¬ 
able  in  their  hiring.  It  also 
requested  public  officials  "to 
implement,  With  the  borders 
secured,  a  just  and  compas¬ 
sionate  path  to  legal  status, 
with  appropriate  restitution- 
ary  measures,  for  those 
undocumented  immigrants 
already  living  in  our  country." 

The  resolution's  paragraph 
on  instituting  a  process  for  ifle- 

his  after 'Seswu  ringof^e^ bor¬ 
ders  and  with  restitution  elicit¬ 
ed  an  amendment  that  pro¬ 
duced  the  most  floor  debate 
during  the  resolutions  report 
Final  action  on  the  resolu¬ 
tion  was  delayed  from  the 
morning  to  afternoon  session 
when  tne  vote  on  die  amend¬ 
ment  was  too  close  to  call  and 
required  a  ballot  vote. 
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Richard  Huff,  a  messenger 
from  Corona  de  Tucson  Churdi 
in  Tucson,  Az.,  introduced  the 
amendment  which  would  have 
deleted  the  paragraph  in  ques¬ 
tion.  In  support  of  nis  amend¬ 
ment  Huff  said  from  the  floor, 
"fT]he  principle  is  that  citizen- 
snip  is  a  right  of  people  that  are 
here  under  legal  processes,  and 
you  do  not  want  to  make  this 
something  you  are  rewarding 
people  who  are  in  violation  of 
the  law  and  they  have  no  inter¬ 
est  in  being  here  legally." 

Paul  Jimenez,  chairman  of 
the  SBC  Resolutions  Committee 
and  pastor  of  Taylors  First 
Church  in  Taylors,  S.C.,  urged 
messengers  to  defeat  the 
amendment.  He  said  die  oom- 


Page:  consider  one  percent 


PHOENIX  (BP)  —  Frank  Page,  president  of  die  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Executive  Committee  in  Nashville, 
delivered  a  challenge  at  the  2011  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Phoenix  Az_  for  renewed 
commitment  to  unified  ministry  through  the  SBC's 
Cooperative  Program  (CP)  by  urging  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es  to  magnify  their  impact  nationally  and  internationally  by 
even  a  one  percent  of  budget  increase  in  support  for  CP.  *1 
know  all  of  you  could  stand  here,  and  in  some  way  or  anoth¬ 
er  share  the  impact  of  the  Cooperative  Program  upon  your 
life,"  Page  said.  certainly  can  as  well.  What  we  do  together, 
we  do  to  the  glory  of  Goa,  and  He  is  using  cooperative  min¬ 
istry,  unified  ministry,  in  a  mighty  way  across  this  land.  Let's 
not  forget  that"  Despite  the  level  of  unified  ministry  under¬ 
way,  Page  said  the  SBC  has  "been  headed  in  the  wrong  direc¬ 
tion,  in  several  ways.  Our  convention  is  fracturing  into  various 
groups,  some  theological  most  methodological.  I  believe  our 
unity  affects  our  evangelism  and  it's  time  to  come  together  in 
a  principle  of  unified  ministry.  It  is  natural  to  have  an  individ¬ 
ualistic  mindset  and  in  the  21st  century,  that  has  readied  epic 
Everyone  flunks  they  can  do  best  what  they  do 
Ives.  Some  of  our  churdies  have  adopted  a  fortress 
mentality.  That  is  sad.  We  need  to  recommit  to  a  principle  of 
unified  ministry.  To  accomplish  this,  and  to  do  better  at  what 
•we're  doing  together,  we're  asking  you...  and  we're  challeng¬ 
ing  you,  would  you  please  do  more  than  you've  done  before/" 


mittee  members  think  the 
resolution  is  "a  realistic  and  bib¬ 
lical  approach  to  immigration" 
and  removing  the  language 
affected  by  tne  amendment 
"would  really  weaken  it  in  such 
a  way  that  we  would  oppose  it." 

Messengers  barely  defeated 
Huffs  amendment,  766-723 
(513%  -48.4%). 

In  the  afternoon  session,  mes¬ 
sengers  handily  rejected  an 
amendment  that  would  have 
basically  gutted  the  same  para¬ 
graph.  They  backed  an  amend¬ 
ment  offered  by  the  committee, 
however,  that  clarified  the  reso¬ 
lution  was  "not  to  be  construed 
as  support  for  amnesty  for  any 
undocumented  immigrant." 

In  explaining  the  immigra¬ 
tion  resolution,  Jimenez  told 
messengers  the  committee's 
goal  was  that  the  measure 
speak  first  and  foremost  to  the 
pockets  of  lostness"  in  the 
United  States.  He  said  the  reso¬ 
lution  was  built  on  a  2006  reso¬ 
lution  but  "moves  us  light  years 
ahead  when  it  comes  to  its 
Gospel-centered  ness,  as  well  as 
understanding  how  the  culture 
itself  is  changing,  and  the  cul¬ 
ture  itself  is  moving  in  such  a 
way  where  .immigrants  in  this 


country  are  in  desperate  need 
of  the  Gospel  and  their  num¬ 
bers  are  growing  and  growing 
at  an  exponential  rate." 

Regarding  the  public  policy 
aspect  he  said  tne  committee 
decided  “to  state  those  princi¬ 
ples  as  broadly  as  possible." 

"We  can  present  the  ~ 
while  at  the  same  time  up| 
the  law  of  the  land,"  saidjunenez, 
who  added  that  the  resolution  "is 
very  strong;  it  is  very  balanced, 
leads  with  the  Gospel  but  also 
takes  into  account  our  mandate 
to  obey  the  laws  of  the  land." 

Riaiard  Land,  president  of 
the  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  of  me  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in 
Nashville,  lauded  the  resolu¬ 
tion  at  a  news  conference  after 
the  committee's  final  report, 
calling  it  "very  statesman-like." 

"This  resolution  upholds 
the  rule  of  law,”  Land  told 
reporters.  "This  resolution 
upholds  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States,  and  tnis  resolu¬ 
tion  seeks  to  deal  compassion¬ 
ately  and  fairly  ana  justly 
with  those  who  are  here  in  an 
undocumented  status,  and 
calls  upon  us  to  act  as  if  this  is 
a  Gospel  issue,  which  it  is.” 


Looking  bock 


support  oTthe  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  Cooperative  Program  during 
the  SBC  annual  meeting  hi  New  Orleans. 


Speaking  at  the  1991  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  in 
Atlanta,  convention  president  and  native  Mississippi  Morris  Chapman , 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Tex.,  tells  messengers  the  12-year 
debate  "over  the  nature  of  scripture  has  been  settled." 


Chester  Swot,  Mississippi  College,  has  a  new  book  available  at  the 
Baptist  Book  Store  entitled  If  We  Dared,  priced  at  $230. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  yon. 
(J  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (1  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(7  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  T  want  to  live  in  a  lav-’ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


June  23,  2011 
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Recently,  1  visited  some 
friends  in  an  assisted  living 
facility  and  we  were  going  to 
their  room  to  talk.  As  we  got 
on  the  elevator  a  gentleman 
who  was  a  resident  mere  said, 
“Monday  is  June  6.  Isn't  that 
D-Day?''  1  said,  "I  think  drat 
you  are  correct."  He  respond¬ 
ed,  "I  believe  that  was  the 
Batt'e  of  Normandy."  I  said, 
"Yes  sir  it  was."  June  6,  1945, 
was  absolutely  one  of  the 
most  incredible  battles  in 
American  history,  and  literal¬ 
ly  one  of  the  turning  points 
not  only  in  World  War  II  but 
in  world  history.  The  valor  of 
the  soldiers,  seamen,  airmen, 
and  Marines  who  were  part  of 
that  invasion  is  almost  inde¬ 
scribable.  Their  courage 
under  fire  and' the  heroic  sac¬ 
rificial  acts  during  the  battle 
did  by  description  show  not 


What  1  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  whatvgu  hgiar  whispefr^a^pur  ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


IBLIOCIPHER 


By  Charles  Man.  1932-2004 
02005 


:■  invaded  the  beaches  and 

shores  Normandy 

France,  one  of  the  things  that 
line  of  running  for  political  could  not,  must  not  happen 
office.  It  could  be  your  pastor  or  was  for  them  just  to  take  the 
eople  it  could  be  a  neighboring  pastor  shoreline  and  stop  there, 
t  they  who  is  having  a  difficult  time  Throughout  the  day,  into  the 
rs  are  where  he  serves.  There  are  night  and  in  the  days,  weeks, 
rung-  thousands  of  servants  around  and  months  ahead  they 
at  so.  .-  us.  Let  God  extend  your  prayer  pushed  forward.  Sometimes  it 
to  let  .  influence  as  you  touch  them  was  inch  by  inch  and  at  great 
hori-  day  by  day.  Let  the  Lord  open  cost  but  they  continued.  One 
ids  of  the  window  of  opportunity  of  the  greatest  invasions  in  all 
ming  and  let  you  see  one  of  those  ser-  of  history  would  have  been  of 
lying  vants  and  pray  for  them.  Pray  little  or  no  value  if  they  had 


ZNK  CUXRJ  IGTTUZ 


B  —  Broaden  Your 
Prayer  Life 
1  know  that  there  are  pc 
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NGZK  EUA;  HAZ  SK  OZ 


NGZKZN,  HK1GAYK  O 


Annual 

Missions  Celebration 

SPONSORED  BY  MISSISSIPPI  WMU 


GROWING -CHURCHES 


ZNK  CUXQY  ZNKXKUL 


by  fixing 
our  eyes  on 


GXK  KBOR 


PUNT  YKBKT:  YKBfcl 


»  Learn  More 

For  more  information  about 
this  event  contact  Mississippi 
WMU  at  800-748- 1 65 1 .  or  go 
online  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Web  site 
(www.mbcb.org)  for  a 
schedule  and  conference 
list  Search 

under  the  {\9 
event  title  or 
calendar 


»  Celebration 
Ttie  WMU  Annual 
Meeting  will  be  held 
during  the  Friday 
evening  worship  cel¬ 
ebration  held  at 
Crossgates  Baptist 
Church.  This  time  will 
include  missionary 
testimonies,  creative 
theme  interpreta¬ 
tions,  praise  &  wor¬ 
ship  music  and  more. 


»  Training 
Conferences  for  asso- 
ciational  WMU  lead¬ 
ers,  church  missions 
leaders  and  women's 
ministry  leaders  will 
be  offered  on  both 
Friday  evening  and 
Saturday  morning. 
General  mission^ 
ministry  conferences 
will  be  offered  for  all 
participants. 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  y our  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  it  substituted 
throughout  ihe  puzzle.  Solve  bp 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  John  One:  Fifty-one 


Mississippi  WMU  is  now  offering  online  training 
for  missiorlS  leaders. 


ing  their  day  by  Covering  show  you  those  special  people 
Mississippi  in  Prayer.  On  June  — J  •  ■  •  r- 

30  we  will  be  halfway  through 
the  year.  It  is  a  great  time  to 
stop,  reflect,  ana  re-energize 
our  prayer  efforts.  Allow  me 
to  suggest  an  "A-B-C"  outline 
as  we  continue  to  Cover 
Mississippi  in  Prayer. 

A  —  Attack 

As  it  was  on  D-Day  1945,  I 
want  to  encourage  you  to 
attack.  Prayer  is  not  only  our 
communion  with  the  Heaven¬ 
ly  Father  it  is  also  an  invasion 
of  the  territory  of  Satan.  When 
file  troops  invaded  the  beaches 
of  Normandy,  it  was  not  just  an 
expression  of  miHtaiy  strategy 
—  it  was  taking  back  territory 
from  the  enemy.  Prayer 
unquestionably  is  the  place  of 
spiritual  battlegrounds.  Satan 
desires  nothing  less  than  the 
finest  in  every  area  of  life.  He 
wants  to  steal  our  children,  cor¬ 
rupt  our  schools,  maim  our 
churches,  and  ruin  our  homes. 

Jesus  told  Simon  Peter  that 
Satan  wanted  to  have  him,  to 
sift  him  as  wheat,  to  rob  and 
ruin  him.  Jesus  said,  "But  I 
have  prayed  for  you." 


HIUCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  Meridian  Des 
FRANKLINTON,  LA  is  currently  seeking  illustrations  to 
a  Children's  Minister.  Please  send  368-2705. 
resumes  with  references  to  children  re-  STAINED  CD 
5umes@hbtfranklmt0n.com.  INC  MS  &  Al 

EVERYDAY  BASK  HOUSE  CLEANING  2970 

m  FRIENDLY,  GATLINBURi 


The  following  seven  conferences  are 
now  available: 


How  to  Involve  Churches  in  Assodabonal 
Missions 

How  to  involve  Your  Church  in  Missions 
How  to  Involve  Adults  in  Missions 
How  to  Involve  Women  In  Women’s 
Ministry 

How  to  Involve  Students  in  Missions 
How  to  Involve  Children  in  Missions 
How  to  Involve  Preschoolers  in  Missions 


2  bd/2ba,  full  ktchen,  great  view  of 
National  Pk.  $9Vnite.  832-922-0401 


CHURCH,  CAMDEN, 
seekii —  “  ■ 


a  ‘‘Ti  'nLT*  CONDOS  Gulf  jhores  and  TJiange 

it  Vouth  omcram  avera^a^  Beadl'  **•  Ren*  Direct  from  Christian 
Family  Owners.  Lowest  Prices  on  the 
Beach  Summer  Special  4  Nights  Eff  Unit 
«,ht.  ~  - - u  4  25  $627P  ,ndudes 

Eveything.  1 ,2  A  3  Bedroom  units  also 
available.  Even  lower  prices  for  those  in 
the  Ministry.  205-556-0368  205-752 


LOCATED  IN  ARLINGTON,  TX,  is  a 
muhi-toiefatierial  Conservative  Southern 
Baptist  Church  looking  for  a  Senior  Pastor 
who  can  operate  in  a  team  approach 
with  pastoral  staff.  Our  total  Sunday 
morning  attendance  is  600-650  Please 
fon«rd  resume  to  Terry  Jeffries,  Pastor  of 

Administration  at  r  - 

or  directly  to  the 


These  online  conferences  are  designed  to  train 
missions  leaders  in  the  local  association  and  church 
to  facilitate  missions  education  aid  ministries  as 
needed  in  their  ministry  environment. 

To  participate  you  must  register  online  at: 
wwwjnbcb.orgAnissk>nstr«tsgy/wntu/ 
•ducatton/onlinetraining.aspx 

Online  registration  is  now  open.  _ 

For  more  information  about  online  training 
please  contact 
Tammy  Anderson 
in  the  Mississippi  WMU  office 
at  800-748-1651,  ext  323,  or 
tanderson@mbcb.org. 


hopepurvh.com  or  mailed  to  P.  <5.  Box 
1117,  Purvis,  Ms  39475. 

FLOWOOD  BAP  1 151  CHURCH  B 
SEEKING  A  Bl- VOCATIONAL  OR 
PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  to 
work  with  both  the  children's  division 
and  theYbuth  division  as  a  coordinator 
not  necessarily  a  teacher.  Please  send 
"sumes  to  Flowood  Baptist  Church, 
1649  Old  Fannin  Road,  Flowood,  MS 
39232.  For  further  information  you 
may  call  601-992-6464. 
racOKJH,  NEAR  HATTIESBURG, 
MS,  IS  TAKING  APPLICATIONS  FOR 
THE  POSITION  Of  SENIOR  PASTOR. 
Please  submit  to  Chris  Broussard,  pas¬ 
tor  search  committee  chairman,  e-mail 
hrous_5eyahoo.com. 


Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
601-776-6617. 

- -  —DING,  IftfuSON,  f  'hrit,i:ln 

committee  at  owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinvl 
?uifjii  .„  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle 
CHURCH  Of  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass 
seeking  a  full-  rooms.  601-992-2092,  Don  &  Rita 


list  Church,  432 
35S5S  or  by  e- 


or*  60 1.292.33 1 7 
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Have  a  one-day 

stewardship 

revival! 


We  will  provide:  Sunday  School  lessons 
Tracts  and  materials 
Lodging  and  travel 
— .  Budget  workshop 

■|  Encouragement' 

jEsronsiBiuTiE*;  Giving  profUe 


A  stewardship  revival  includes  preaching,  Sunday 
School  lessons,  promotional  materials,  customized 
giving  profiles,  and  an  analysis  of  the  budget  process. 


A .  Worn /in  5  Guide 
Joyful  Living , 


A  a 


'fcs;  wivrs 

^^rr.RF.NCi 

:^V-r  3 1 .  701  I 


jArl".on 

*  -Mf,  A-Ar,  |>  r  , 


"Creating  a  Culture 
of  Growth" 


PASTORS’  WORKSHOP 


ifcssioDril  Certification 

Tind 


1\  1 

Sklllshops  !■  Dro  Larry 

all  LcBlanc,  II 


August  16-18,  2011 

GARAYWA  CAMP  AND  CONFERENCE  CENTER 
CLINTON,  MSSISSIPPI 

Certification 

The  certification  course  is  divided  into  six  threehour 
sections:  -  _ 

•  GodS  Call  ■  Leadership  ■  Administration 

•  My  Character  ■  Communication  •  Ministry 

Skillshops 

Basic  English  and  Church  Financial  Management  skill- 
shops  offer  in-depth  experiential  treatment  of  specific 
areas  of  office  administration  and  ministry. 


Larry  LeBkmc  believes  in 
discipleship  through 
leaders  equipped 
according  to  their  gifts,' 
public  worship  that  is 
Christ  exalting,  small 
groups  that  focus  on 
relationship  building, 
evangelism  carried  out  in 
missions  and  community 
ministry,  and  church 
government  carried  out 
effectively. 


August  29, 
2011 


9  a.m. 
to  noon 


Baptist 

Building 

Skyroom 

••• 

Led  by 

Larry  LeBIanc.  II 
Pastor,  FBC  Summit 
& 

brad  Cox,  Pastor 
Crosspoint  Church, 
Gulfpon 


Rev.  Israel  Cox 


Israel  Cox  feels  called  to 
lead  people  into  a 
growing  relationship  with 
Jesus  by  sharing  the 
timeless  Vruths  of  the  Bible 
in  fresh,  creative  and 
practical  ways.  His 
greatest  desire  is  to  lead 
Crosspoint  Church  to  be  a 
lighthouse  to  the  coast, 
and  a  safe  place  to  bring 
unchurched  friends  and 
neighbors. 


Contact  Kay  McDonnell  at  1-800-748-1651.  ext.  305. 
or  601-292-3305  or  kmcdonnell»rnbcb.org 


For  more  information  contact  Alan  Woodward 
601.292.3308,  or  awoodward@mbcb.org 


Pray  this  day  for... 

'J/e  fp/Jfiehc  Tie  ieuvesfis  a6m\ Jahf,  fttf/ie  wefiefs  A/e  few. 
Tiefef>fet  pfaij  fo  /he  Left)  f fie  luwesffp  sebJ  Pkf  we  fiefs  thTv 


Pray  tor  a  team  of  nine 
from  Thjitt  Memorial  BC 

Plead,  as  they  travel  to  min- 

a 


Pray  for  Matthew*  an 
Megan*  Brewer.  IMS 

stonarics  ministering  to 
European  BBpte  in 


Pray  for 


With  Special  Guest;  Kendale  Moore 
For  more  information  see 
www.mbcb  .org  /  missk>n_strategy  /  wmu/ literacy 
or  call  601-292-3317 

Basic  Workshops  in:  ^ 

•  Adult  Reading  &  1  ''I 

Writing  w  fV 

•  English  as  a  Second  Uj 

Language  ^  aTtWl 

•  Bible  Storytelling 

Seminars  on:  X  >  W  1 


For  more  information  contact 
Kiely  Young  at  lcyoungOmbcb.org 
or  Lee  Ann  Boykin  at  loboykin@mbcb.org 
or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  292,  or  601-292-3292 


•  Cultures 

•  Religions 


Pray  foe  a  team  of  six  from 
FBC.  Florence,  as  they 
travel  to  Thaland  to  minis¬ 
ter  thrtxjfjfi^j^h  camps. 

Pray  for  Mchard  and 
Martha*  Beat  IMBmis- 

the 

church  and txxjleoutreach 
and  serwng  through  Bnarv 
dal  adrrxnistraoon. 

Pray  for  DonaM*  and 
Teresa*  mb- 

sionaries  ministering  to 

Peoples  in  meXted  States 
through  church  and  home 
outreach  evengetsm  and 
agrtcuture  missions. 

Pray  for  ournadon  as 
America  ceietxates  23S 

-  4 

1 

i 

Just  for  the  Record 


CD  or  IRA 

Maturing? 


Ask  us  about  4-8% 
Income  Growth 


1.  The  children's  choir  of 
Goodwater  Church, 
Enterprise,  presented  the 
musical  program  Down  by 
the  Creek  Bank  May  15. 
Shown  are  the 
participants. 

2.  First  Church,  Gattman, 
held  a  Baptist  Men's  Day 
June  5;  Inomas  Conwill, 
front  right,  speaker  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


3.  The  Children  in  Action  of 
Society  Hill  Church, 
Oakvale,  held  a  walk-a- 
thon,  raising  $309.75  for 
disaster  relief.  Participants 
were  Bradley  and 
Alexandera  Williamson, 
Brandon  and  Kara 
Walden,  John  Robbins, 
Joseph  Haselvander,  and 
Tessa  Waldon. 


Hamburg  Church,  Roxie, 
will  host  the  "Amite  River 
Boys"  bluegrass  group 
June  26, 6  p  jn.,  followed  by 
a  covered  dish  meal. 


5.  Redtop  Union  Church, 
Scott  Association,  celebrat¬ 
ed  their  150th  anniversary 
June  12.  The  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historical  Com¬ 
mission  presented  the 
church  with  a  plaque  and 
appropriate  letter.  Shown. 


6.  Spring  Hill  Church, 
Waterford,  recently  held  a 
note  burning.  Shown  are 
the  deacons  and  pastor 
John  Parker. 

7.  First  Church,  Soso,  hon¬ 
ored  their  graduates  May 
22.  Shown  are  Hollie 
Jefcoat,  Kaily  Simpson, 
Brittany  Hams,  and  Drew 
Caves. 


8.  The  children  of  Calvary 
Church,  Bogue  Chitto, 
held  an  Easter  party  at  the 
church.  Hal  Hatten,  pastor. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

9.  Sylvarena  Church, 

Wesson,  held  a  ceremony 
May  15  for  its  college  grad¬ 
uates.  Shown  are  Diane 
Stokes,  David  Bufkin,  and 
Devin  Brown. 


Visit  us  online  at 
www.mbcb.org, 
to  learn  more  about 
Mississippi  Baptist 
opportunities. 


Learn  about  a  safe 
investment  that  beats 
low  bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


O'Mire  Financial 

1-800-844-3254 

404  B  Orchard  Park  Dr.  P 
Ridgaland,  MS  391 57  B8B 


All  Tournaments  will  be  held  in  Pearl,  MS 
at  the  Center  City  Complex. 

For  more  information  or  to  download  a  registration  form  go  to 
www.msbaptistrecreation.com  or  call  601.898.4969. 
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1.  Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel 


1.  The  WMU  ladies  of 
Park  Haven  Church, 
Laurel,  held  fundraisers 
to  place  a  stained  glass 
window  in  the  baptistry. 
Shown  are  the  men  and 
women  who  helped  with 
the  project. 

2.  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 


baby  dedication  May  29. 
Shown  are  babies  H«iry 
Coodma  v  Kooper 
Wilbanks,  Leila  jewel 
Seawright  and  their 
families. 


Vacation  Bible  Schoo 


2.  Hickory  Grove,  Sum  rail 


3*  First  Church,  Quitman 


, ■  t  m  { 

'fi  ?  'MnOkk 

s Vi*  ‘frrt'!  i. 


4.  North  Winona  Church,  Winona 


Church,  Jeff  Davis  County 


1.  Sand  Hill  Church,  West: 
June  26  -  30,-6  -  8  p.m.; 
nursery  -  adults. 

2.  Hickory  Grove  Church, 
Sumrafi:  June  5  -  9;  aver¬ 
age  attendance,  38. 
Shown  are 
participants. 


2.  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Tippah  County 


Revivals  and 
IHomecomingsI 


1.  Friendship  Church, 
McComb:  Revival,  July 
10  -  12;  Sun.,  10:45  a.m. 
and  1  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Tue., 
revival  choir,  6:30  p.m., 
services,  7  p.m.;  David 
Millican,  speaker;  Ed 
May,  music. 

2.  Pilgrim's  Rest  Church, 
Ethel:  Homecoming  and 
revival,  June  25  -  28; 
Sun.,  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  services,  11  a.m. 
followed  by  fellowship 
lunch;  Ralph  Hunt, 
speaker;  Sun.,  6  p.m.- 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m., 
Gene  Richardson,  speak¬ 
er. 

3.  Calvary  Church, 

Greenwood:  Home¬ 

coming,  June  26;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.,  followed 


Wood,  speaker;  _ _ 

Smith,  music;  Wayne 
Kimbrough,  pastor. 

4.  North  Long  Beach 
Church,  Long  Beach: 

Homecoming  .  and 
revival,  June  26  -  29; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  John  Yates, 
speaker;  Charles  Bonner, 
pastor. 


3.  First  Church,  Quitman: 
The  VBS  participants 
took  up  $1669.32,  with 
the  receipts  going  to  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Honduras  to 
be  used  to  feed  -a  family 
of  four  for  nearly  76 
weeks,  or  a  family  of  five 
for  over  60  weeks.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


4.  North  Winona  Church, 
Winona:  June  6  -  10. 
Shown  are  the 
participants. 

5.  Hathorn  Church,  Jeff 
Davis  County:  Average 
attendance  of  70;  over 
$1200  received  for  the 
Center  for  Pregnancy 
Choices  of  Lawrence 
County;  Wanda  Powell, 
director;  Wade  Barnes, 
pastor. 

6.  Hebron  Church, 

Smithdale:  June  6-8; 
attendance,  38.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Why  Be  Generous? 

Luke  19:1-10;  2  Corinthians  83-4;  1  John  3:16-18 


i  Beth  Bowman 


Michael  Bloomberg,  current 
mayor  of.  New  York  City,  is  num¬ 
ber  eight  an  the  list  of  top  four¬ 
teen  generous  people  on  the 
planet  His  estimated  total  donat¬ 
ed  is  IS  billion  dollars.  What  is  so 
surprising  is  not  that  Bloomberg 
has  given  so  much  away,  but 
what  his  plans  are  for  after  he 
retires.  He  has  said  that  after  he 
retires  he  will  focus  full-time  on 
giving  away  the  rest  of  his  $16 
billion  fortune.  Why  is  Mayor 
Bloomberg  so  generous?  What  is 
the  motivation  behind  his 
giving? 

Motivated  bv  Grace 

Luke  19:1-10,  Zaccheus  had 


heard  about  this  teacher 
and  likely  he  wanted  to 
see  what  all  the  fuss  was 
about.  I  can't  imagii)e  his 
amazement  when  Jesus  Be 
stopped  by  the  place 

where  he  was  and  wanted  to  go 

home  with  him.  Can  you  imac- 
scramble  down  the  tree? 
Although  the  scripture  doesn't 
tell  us  the  exact  interaction 
between  Jesus  and  Zaccheus, 
we  do  see  the  response  of 
Zaccheus  afterward  in  verse  9, 
Tfehold,  Lord,  half  of  my  pos¬ 
sessions  1  will  give  to  the  poor, 
and  if  I  have  defrauded  anyone 
of  anything,  I  will  give-Dack 
four  times  as  much.”(NASV) 
The  love  and  grace  of  Jesus 
extended  to  sinners  always 


a  results  in  a  response. 

Motivated 
by  Need 

I  John  3:16-18. 
These  verses  remind 
me  that  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  have  resources, 
see  a  brother  in  need, 
and"  not  meet  that 
Bowman  need,  plain  and  sim¬ 
ple.  We  can  justify  our  ' 
greed  and  explain  away  our 
selfishness  but  the  scripture 
reminder  is  dear  at  the  end  of 
veree  17,  "How  does  the  love 
of  God  abide  in  him?" 

Motivated  by  Vision 
The  Macedonian  church 
wanted  to  be  a  part  of  Paul's 
ministry.  Paul  had  shared 
about  his  other  journeys  and 
how  God  had  been  using  him. 
This  church  gave  beyond  their 
ability.  They  trusted  in  what 
God  was  doing  and  the 


ministry  of  Paul.  They  gave  to 
a  vision  that  some  of  them 
would  not  be  able  to  see 
fulfilled. 

Today  I  had  a  ministry 
opportunity  to  serve  a  young 
inmate.  1  had  met  Anthony 
while  serving  as  a  US-2  mis¬ 
sionary  in  South  Carolina.  His 
unde  called  to  see  if  I  could 
check  on  Anthony,  who  had 
been  sent  to  Jackson  in  an  early 
release  program.  My  husband 
couldn't  go  with  me  so  I 
thought  about  who  in  my 
church  would  be  willing  to 
give  up  a  morning  of  their 
time.  Several  names  came  to 
mind  but  I  felt  the  Holy  Spirit 
impress  me  to  call  Buddy 
Pharis.  As  I  talked  with  Buddy 
and  began  to  explain  the  situa¬ 
tion,  he  answered  yes  before  I 
could  finish.  The  next  morning 
at  7:30  am,  I  met  Buddy  and 
Anthony  at  Waffle  House. 
Over  waffles  and  coffee. 


Buddy  gently  encouraged  this 
young  believer  toward  the 
strength  of  Christ.  As  Anthony 
stepped  out  of  the  restaurant 
for  a  minute,  I  quickly  thanked 
Buddy  for  coming  to  meet 
Anthony  with  me.  He  quickly 
replied,  "I  love  this."  I  saw 
generosity  wrapped  up  in  a 
6'3'  bala  headed  man  who 
doesn't  mind  giving,  sharing, 
encouraging  and  supporting, 
alj  for  his  Father  in  neaven. 
Thanks,  Buddy,  for  reminding 
us  all  that  we  are  compelled  to 

Bve,  knowing  how  much 
sus  has  done  for  us.  This 
v  kind  of  giving  can't  be 
matched  hy  the  giving  of  any 
philanthropist.  Decause  its 
motivation  is  supernatural 
and  the  rewards  are  eternal. 

Bowman  is  Minister  of 
Connection  at  First  Church, 
Brandon,  and  a  speaker  for 
women's  events. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Rise  Above  the  Tide 

Jeremiah  15:10-11, 15-21 


’  Harold  Simmons 


On  a  mission  trip  to 
Honduras,  there  was  a  young 
preacher  with  the  group  from 
Grenada.  He  had  served  as 
our  youth  pastor  a  couple  of 
years  before  the  trip.  We  were 
walking  down  the  dusty  road 
going  from  house  to  house 
visibng  with  the  people -of  the 
village.  The  young  preacher 
poured  out  his  heart  to  me  as 
we  walked.  He  believed  the 
Lord  had  called  him  to  the 
ministry  but  he  was  over¬ 
whelmed  with  the  thought 
and  it  left  doubt  in  his  mind. 
'I'm  not  sure  this  is  what  the 
ujrd  wants  me  to  do  and  yet  I 
feel  He  has  called  me."  The 
tide  of  decision  was  rolling 
over  him.  We  stopped  in  the 
road  and  prayed.  After  the 
prayer  I  assured  him  the  Lord 


would  show  him  exact- 
ly  what  He  wanted  him 
to  do.  That  night,  it  was 
his  time  to  preach. 
Thirty-five  people  Sir 
moved  forward  in  tnat 
tent  during  the  invitation  to 
accept  Christ  as  their  Savior 
and  Lord.  After  the  service 
that  young  preacher's  face 
was  radiant  and  I  know  God 
had  answered  our  prayer. 
Today  that  young  man  is  com¬ 
pleting  his  doctoral  work  in 
evangelism.  God  does  help  us 
rise  above  the  tide  when  we 
go  to  Him  with  our  concerns 
and  questions. 

God  Cares 
(Jeremiah  15:10-11) 

At  this  point  in  his  min¬ 
istry,  Jeremiah  was  just  about 
overwhelmed. 

Obviously,  he  was 


I  down-hearted  about 
■  Hi  how  things  had  gone. 

I  He  said  the  equiva- 
8.  I  lent  of:  "I  wish  1  had 

K  vaV  I  never  been  boin." 

I  Some  Biblical  schol- 
kmMt  I  ars  believe  this  was  a 
^k  way  of  saying  that 

Jeremiah  had  wished 
that  God  had  never 
Simmons  chosen  him  to  be 
His  prophet. 

to  Emotionally,  Jeremiah  was 
or  down.  He  had  not  done  any 
ce  harm  to  anybody  but  it 
ce  seemed  everybody  hated  him. 
xi  That  is  an  awful  feeling  to 
sr.  think  that  all  the  people  did 
n-  not  like  him.  They  shunned 
in  him  and  thought  him  a  traitor 
us  because  he  had  told  them  that 
ve  their  homeland  was  about  to 
ns  be  destroyed  if  they  did  not 
change.  This  was  not 
Jeremiah's  thought  but  God's 
message  to  the  people. 

In  the  midst  of  this  depres- 
n-  sion,  God  speaks  to  Jeremiah 
ut  yet  again.  Inis  time  it  was  to 
assure  the  prophet.  God  want- 
as  ed  Jeremiah  to  have  no  doubt 


about  His  caring  for  Jeremiah 
even  in  adversity. 

God  speaks  to  us  today  and 
wants  us  to  know:  "Never  will 
I  leave  you;  never  will  1  for¬ 
sake  you"  (Hebrews  13:5b 
NIV).  God  cares  about  us  no 
matter  the  circumstance. 

The  Lord  Knows 
(Jeremiah  15:15-18) 

The  words  of  an  old  song 
"Nobody  knows  the  troubles 
I've  seen"  seem  to  reflect 
Jeremiah's  feelings.  Yet,  he 
says:  "you  know.  Lord."  The 
idea  is  that  Jeremiah  is  quite 
alone  in  his  suffering  but  at 
the  same  time  he  positively 
declares  that  the  Lord  is  aware 
of  him  and  his  circumstances. 
God  has  known  Jeremiah 
since  before  his  birth.  God 
had  told  him  that.  Therefore 
Jeremiah  could  know  that 
God  fully  understood  him.  He 
asked  God  to  remember  him- 
"take  note  of  me"  (Jeremiah 
5:15  HCSB).  The  word 
“remember"  could  also  be 
translated  as  "mark."  In  the 


old  west,  cattle  and  horses 
were  marked /branded  for 
recognition  later.  When 
round-ups  were  made,  several 
ranches  worked  together.  A 
rancher  could  go  into  a  heard 
of  cattle  or  horses  and  say 
with  certainty.  "That  is  my 
animal."  Jeremiah  asked.  God 
to  brand  him  as  belonging  to 
God.  With  ownership  comes 
the  responsibility  to  care  for 
the  property. 

In  addition  to  being  out¬ 
wardly  marked,  Jeremiah  said 
that  he  had  eaten  the  Lord’s 
word.  This  sounds  very  much 
like  what  John  wrote  in  the 
book  of  Revelation  as  he  ate 
the  little  book  or  scroll. 
Ingesting  the  word  of  the  Lord 
would  mean  that  the  words 
would  be  digested  and 
become  a  nourishment  to 
every  part  of  him.  The  word 
of  Goa  would  be  a  part  of 
every  cell  of  Jeremiah. 

Simmons  is  currently  interim 
pastor  at  Castilla  Church, 
Castilla 
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Co-Lin  Baptist  Student  Union  takes  big  step  forward 


WESSON,  Ms.  (Special)  — 
The  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  program  at  Copiah- 
Lincoln  Community  College 
in  Wesson  will  soon  occupy  a 
major  expansion  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  BSU  center  that  will 
almost  double  the  square 
footage  of  the  facility. 

Co-Lin  BSU  Director  Bruce 
Brady  Jr.  said  the  expansion  to 


STUDENT 

CENTER 


culmination  of  a  five-year 
campaign  to  raise  the  funds 
for  what  he  terms  "a  much 
needed  larger  worship  space." 

"These  funds  were  donated 
by  local  individuals  as  well  as 
from  churches  from  Copiah, 
Lincoln,  Lawrence,  Simpson, 
and  Franklin  counties  (the 
service  area  for  the  communi¬ 
ty  college),"  Brady  said.  "The 
current  expansion  project  will 
create  an  additional  2,500 
uare  feet  of  worship  space. 


total  square  footage  of  the 
building." 

The  total  cost  of  the  expan¬ 
sion  is  $160,000.00,  with  an 
additional  $20,000.00  for 
future  renovations  to  the 
existing  building.  "We  still 
need  to  raise  approximately 
$35,000.00  to  have  the  project 
paid  in  full,"  Brady  said. 

A  groundbreaking  ceremo¬ 
ny  (upper  right  photo)  was 
held  on  April  IS.  On  hand 
were  (from  left)  Jane  Hulon,  - 
vice-president  of  Copiah- 
Lincoln  Community  College; 
Wiley  Reid,  chairman  of  the 
Co-Lin  BSU  Support  Team; 
Bruce  Brady  J  t,  Co- Lin  BSU 
director;  Jim  Futral,  executive 
director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB);  and  Weaver 
McCracken,  director  of  the 
MBCB  Collegiate  Ministries 
Department. 


Work  on  the  exterior  of  die 
addition  (bottom  photo)  is 
now  nearly  complete. 

"I  am  so  thankful  for  the 
great  work  that  is  being  done 
all  across  our  state,  in  our 
major  colleges  as  well  as  our 
community  colleges,  in  Baptist 
student  work.  Our  facilities  on 
campus  after  campus  provide 
a  hub  for  spiritual  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  thousands  of  young 
people,"  Futral  said.  ''Those 
facilities  are  only  exceeded  by 
the  wonderful  men  ana 
women  God  has  put  in  places 
of  opportunity  and  responsi¬ 
bility,  to  touch  the  lives  of 
these  students  at  this  critical 
phase  of  their  development. 

-'It  was  such  a  blessing  to 
be  a  part  o(  the  groundbreak¬ 
ing  for  t.«e  expansion  of 
Copiah-Lincoln  Community 


College  and  to  have  watched 
through  the  years  as  Bruce 
Brady  has,  with  genuine  pas¬ 
sion,  sought  to  reach  students 
for  Christ  and  then  to  send 
them  out  to  reach  others." 

With  the  student  population 
at  Mississippi's  community  col¬ 
leges  at  an  all-time  high  across 
the  state,  BSU  programs  on 
campuses  like  Co-Lin  are  expe- 


The  Co-Lin  BSU  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1936,  with  the  first 
building  completed  in  1976 
for  a  cost  of  $40,000,  under 
the  leadership  of  Roy  Smith 
who  was  director  at  the  time. 

For  more  information  on  the  Co¬ 
lon  BSU,  contact  Brady  at  P.O. 
Box  4 69.  Wesson,  MS  39191. 
Telephone:  (601)  643-2630.  E-mail: 
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